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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). . 


Tar Akhbdr-ul-Akhyar of the 1st September states, on reliable 
authority, that last week a boat carrying one hundred passengers 
from Patna to HAjipore dashed against a sand-bank at the 
confluence of the Ganges and the Gandak, and was upset. All 


in it were drowned except one man, who gained the shore. 
A similar accident occurred at the same place the day follow- 
ing. The writer thinks that the position of the sand-bank must 
be very dangerous. : 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 10th September notices with 
surprise the boldness with which the people of the Mina tribe 
are pursuing their depredatory career. Till lately, it was a 
common thing with them to plunder the mail-cart. in the very 
city of Bhartpore, and it was only after Captain Walters 
adopted the plan of employing a guard out of theirown number 
that the nefarious practice was put a stop to. They have now 
begun to commit daring robberies in Jaipore ; only recently a 
dak-gari was plundered at the frontier of Ram Garh. Let us 
see what plans the Government of Jaipore adopts for checking 


these depredations. pee a 

¢ The Oiidh Akhbér of the 13th Sechinshes asserts that 
bribery, which had become a common practice at the Court 
of Marwér,; om account of the lenient: disposition of the 
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: Mahéraja, has now entirely ceased.. In order_to put an effed-— 
tive check' to the abuse, a proclamation has been: issued by the 
durbar, declaring corruption to be a serious crime which will 
be visited by a severe penalty, and ruling that the giver, as 
well as the receiver, will be ii able to punishment, and the 
informer rewarded. iif similar measures = —. the 
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‘the result. 
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A correspondent of the same paper takes exception to the 
statement of the Government Gazette, according to which the 
number of deaths in Lucknow for the week eriding 3rd Sep- 
tember was seventy-two, out of which sixteen were caused by 
‘accident. The writer is struck with surprise at the paucity of 
the number laid down, seeing that in the week in question 
hundreds of houses were dem olished by a tremendous rain- 
fall, and the number of persons destroyed by the accident was 
estimated by the Lucknow Times to be two hundred at the least. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the 14th September states, on the 
authority of a Hyderabad newspaper, that cases of murder 
are now very frequent in that city. Four are stated to have 

“occurred in the last month. An Arab, who had killed’s rela- 
tive of his, was tied to a tree by his brethren, and then shot. 
Two other persons of the same tribe who had been guilty of 
a similar crime, hearing that people were coming to seize them 
and take vengeance on them, shut themselves up in their 
houses, threatening, if they were touched, to put their ‘women 
and children to death, arid then wreak their fury on thé assail- 
anis.. Seeing how unexceptionably.good the administration. of 
Hyderabad has been under the able management.of Sir. Salar 
Jang, it is a matter of surprise to the writer how in so short 
a time crime. has: become so frequent. 


Bes ae S. 


The Saftr-i-Star of India of the same date draws’ ‘the 
attention of Government fo a sinful ‘practice’ obtainiig in 
some parts of India, and the contagion of which is rapidty 

spreading in the waned, namely, that some people never 
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heir:danghters inamarriage without receiving’ money or 
other; copsideration:in return. .The sacred contract’ of matri- 
mony, in diegracefully. profuied by, them, being treated merely 

as9 kind of bargain. The highest: bidder af course carries off 

the prize; but cases’ are not:rare in which a man betrothes en : 
bis daughter to several persons, taking money from. each: 

The, result. is that each of the competitors claims the bride 

as his property, and thus a deadly struggle ensues, or. else 

recourse-is had to law for the settlement of the dispute. - 

. Thus the abuse in question is not only sinful in the ex+ 

treme, but a fruitful source of mischief; and the editor won- 

ders. that no law has been framed by Government for check- 

ing it, In some parts of the Panjab, registers. are kept by 1 
the lumberdars, in which such marriage-contracts and the : : 
consideration are entered. But this merely makes the com- : 
mon people suspicious, without producing the desired effect. 


The editor ‘is-of opinion that the abuse i in question is not 

Likely to be put a stop to, unless a special act, like that for 

- the suppression of infanticide, is passed by Go vernment, and 
the crime le gally ranked with slave-dealing. 


~The same paper, stating. that the Mahardj aof B aroda has 
pane his subjects from the octroi-tax, remarks that Native 
states, on which the people of civilized countries are apt to 
look down with scorn, are adopting liberal and enli ghtened 
sentiments ; while our civilized Government Is day. by day 
taking a fancy to increase the taxes, 


_ Another article i in the same paper asserts that eit have 
pemry in large numbers in Marwér, and that, consequently, 
there ig ground to fear the possibility of a famine there. _ 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 16th September, noticing the 
frightful ravages committed by wolves in European countries, 
cand .the extent to which they abound there, remarks that, 
though not so numerous in India, these beasts are scarcely 
-less.formidable. They. create great. alarm i in villages, and .CAagOB 

dn. which childrep are killed by. them are not unfrequent. In 
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order be. get rid: of the nuisance; the writer suggests. that. 
district officers in granting a license for: the. use- of. gana, 
should require the persous obtaining them to sign an agree- 

ment binding them to produce a certain number of wolves’ 
_ heads to Government every year, This plan will also be. 
| advantageous to Government in a pecuniary point of view, by 
saving it the money now bestowed in the rewards en + 
district officers for killing wolves.. 


A cotrespondent of the Panjabt Akhbér of the 17th Sep- 
tember, referring to the proposed amendment of the Indian 
Penal Code by Mr. Stephen, makes the following suggestion :— 
The best plan will be for Government officers who have con- 
stantly to deal with the act, and know by experience what 
parts and portions of it need modification or amendment, such 
as magistrates, judges, barristers, pleaders, &ic., to take up the 
matter, and make known their opinions to Government through 
the agency of the English and the Native press. If this 
course be adopted, says the writer, much good will result. _ 


The same paper reports that theft and robbery are very pre- 
valent in Murshedabad, and form a common topic of discoursé 
among the people. This state of things is attributed to the 
bad management of the police. The writer draws the atten- 
tion of the Local Government to the grievance. 


The same paper suggests to Government the desirability 
of looking after the Hinda and Musalman places of worship, 
and giving aid to their maintenance. Although Act XX. of 
1863, says the writer, absolves Government from this duty, 
‘some of these places even now receive support from it, ¢@. g., 
the shrine of Kabir Darvesh in Southern Bengal, whieh 
enjoys a small jagir, the gift of Government. 


But though similar gifts may not be made to all ome 
of worship, a small pecuniary aid is most desirable. Many 
mosques and temples are in a dilapidated state, and quite 
deserted, because the people are unable to bear the cost of repair- 
ing them. To restore these to their original state will make 


tions of: the people at large,” 


he 
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“jhe same paper ‘tematka that the ‘ehfeet “6 n 
eirope has not only been felt in Christendom, but also in e 
Panjab. The Cashmere shawl-weavers at Amritsar, who used 
to carry on an extensive trade in those fabrics with France, , 
have been thrown out of employe. Le 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same date is informed that 
on the 5th of September the Agent to the Governor-General 
for Eastern Rajputaéna, when about to start for Kurrowlee, asked 
the Maharaja of Alwar to submit an account of the money in 
his treasury at the time the late Political Agent left the state, 
as also of the revenues since collected, At this the Maharaja 
caused his records to be set on fire. ee | 


The same paper is surprised to find that. complaints 
regarding a rigorous collection of the income-tax are still com- 
ing from all quarters, and remarks that, though the authorities 
confess that the necessity for raising it no longer exists, they 
turn a deaf ear to all complaints preferred to them. The 
‘writer learns from a communication from Sindh that some of 
the cloth-merchants at Kiranchi have: tamely yielded to over- 
charges of the tax, instead of showing their ledgers, and thereby 
running the risk of disclosing the amount of their means, a 
course which would mar the prospects of their trade; others 
complain of their income being too small to make'them liable 
to assessment, and have instituted appeals in the Civil Court. 

Many poor people have been ‘subjected to the tax, and it seems 
that the authorities are resolved to fleece them of their last 
farthing. ee Ee coe Hes PTO 
The Urdu Delhi Gazette of the same date, under the head+ 
ing Kangrd, states that great inconvenience is experienced by 
the people there on account of the tahsil being opened at 2 p.m: 
and closed at 7 p.m., and points out that it would be better if 
the office were open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m, 


cométax' has’ created: great: dist 
affection among the yom who,..as.a body-are at: a.loss: to 
nfake gut what becomes of all the money levied ahd Gomprn 
ment. be tie ip es ihe 
\. It is salen wanhed that ras rae ited: to the Sheu 
S4la money-order :office cannot write names correctly, and 
that a better English scholar should be substituted in his 
ae 


A Jodhpore correspondent of the same paper writes, in his 
letter of the 5th Septeniber, that rain has been very scanty in 
that territory, which is a cause of great.concern to the people, 
who fear the present year may also prove to be one of dearth. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the 1 9th September wonders | 
that while news of the cheapness. of grain comes from all quar- 
ters it should still be dear in Lahore. Wheat-flour sells in 
most cities at 16 or. 17 seers a’ rupee, but in Lahore it stays at 
124 seers; and yet the corn-dealers are never called to book. 
If you refer. to Government jurists, you are told that you are 
ignorant of economical science, and do not know that market- 
prices resemble the surface of water, which, though undulating 
at times, is at last reduced to one level. But the economists 
forget that the simile holds only in the case of European 
countries, and is far from being applicable to a country like 
India. In a word, so far as India is concerned, the law about 
market-prices must be amended. In Bengal, notwithstanding 
the frequency of floods this year, and the consequent destruc- 
tion of crops, the supply of rice in the markets is so plentiful 
that, regardless of all fear of a future famine, grain-dealers 
sell the best quality at 24 seers a rupee; while in unfortunate 
Lahore even gram sells at 16 seers. If it rains for three days in 
succession, the price of grain is raised, on the pretext that 
the import of corn has been stopped. If, on the other hand, it 
do not rain for four days, the price is again raised, and the 
baniyas tell you that the apprehended dearth must be provided 
for. The truth is, that this grievance is due simply to the con- 
nivance of Government, and ‘the wisdom of the banvyas. . 
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“The Urdu ‘Akhbér of the 16th September reports that 
is’ ex igly dear. in’ Cashmere, and that, fo-add «to 
distress, the-poor find the greatest difficulty in buying it. 
writer thinks that. the Mahardja ought.totake notice of this 
state of things, and that ‘he should sell ‘to the poor ata’ 


rate the produce received by: the Government -as payments in 
kind. ote 9) 


The Panjdbt Akhbar of the 17th September i is informed that 
the reason why Government is‘ raising’ an army at Péshawat 
is to chastise the Wahabis and the hill-tribés who had killed 
Government soldiers. The writer suggests that, xs it is cus- 
tomary with the people of: Bauno when they fight with the 
Waziris to collect .ten times as many men as are on the side 
of their opponents, Government will -this time do well to see 
that the odds.of number. are'in therrfavour. . .- . , 
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A correspondent of the Akhbér-ul-Akhydr of the 1st Sep- : 
tember praises Rai Gudar Sahai, Zemindér of Bakhra (Tir- : { 
hoot), for taking an active interest in the improvement of his : 
ryots, and the spread of knowledge amon g them. In one of 
his villages he induced the tenants to contribute at the rate of 
two pice per rupee on the jumma towards the maintenance of 
a school. The sum thus raised comes to Rs. 900 per annum, 
and the proposed school is about to be set on foot in the vil- 
lage. Viewed side by side with the apathy shown to learning 7 
by the landed-proprietors of Bihar, the Rai’s enlightened 1] 
views and his taste for learning entitle him to the highest a 
credit; and the editor remarks, that if his fellow-zemindars had Be 
a similar love for learning Bihar would have long since 
emerged from barbarism. ee 
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The Rohilkhund Akhbér of the 10th September notices 
with pleasure the assignment by the Collector of Ghazipore 
of a sum of Rs. 2;000, out of the local fund.of the distriet, 
to the proposed university at Allahabad, with the wish that the 
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interest of the rioney be devoted to’ scholarships 
‘to students coming from Ghazipore. The writer. 
lates thei of Ghazipore on having for their - 
eetor.an officer who not only takes an active interest in pro- 
g for their comforts in every way, but in promoting the 
ducational prospects of their children. otra ned 
.. he same paper of the 17th September bears testimony 
to the interest taken in the Victoria School at Ghazipore 
by the members of the. committee. In addition to the monthly 
contribution of Rs. 10 paid by each towards the maintenance 
of the institution, they have now given a donation of Rs. 15 
each. The school is, as a rule, daily visited by one of the 
members, and its progress strictly watched. 


~~ 


' MISCELLANEOUS. 
- The Lawrence Gazette reports that the foundation-stone of 
the huilding for the Debating Society at Meerut was laid on the 
12th September, by Mr. G. E. Ward, President of the Society. 
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. The following Vernacular newspapers. have been examined 
in n this report, viz. :— 
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No. LISHED, CEIVED. | ’ 
1870. | 1870. 


Akhbdr-ul-Akhyér,- _... | Muzafferpore,... | Septr. ist | Septr. 17th 
Matla-i-Nar, oo» | Cawnpore, see »  OSthf , 19th 
Rohilkhund Akhbar, © | Muradabad, ... » 10th »  lvth 


| 
2 
4 Kédrnémah, eee Lucknow, eee . ] 2th | 99 ] 6th a a 
5 | Mérwér Gazette, eco | JOdhpore, = as. » 12th » 20th a4 
6 | Nastm-t-Jaunpore, | Jaunpore, oe. » 18th}; , #£17th aa 
7 | Oudh Akhbar, oo t Lucknow, | >» 18th » 17th 14 
& Akmal-ul-Akhbér + eee ‘Delhi, eoe 99 14th , 99 isth a 3 
9 | Saftr-i-Star of India, ... | Gujaranwalla,...| 5 4th} , 19th 1] 
10 | Mdlwa Akhbar, »»- | Indour, ove 9» 4th! , 28rd 
11 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind, ... | Agra, oe fe 
12 | Benares Akhbar, © | Benares, ase » 5th} ,, 20th 
13 | Samai Binod, » | Nynee Tal, _... » 6th} , 20th 
14 | Mufid-ul-Andm, “vi Futtehgurh, eee » bth} ,, 20th : ¥ 
15 | Majma-ul-Bahrain, _... | Ludhiana,” ... » Uther , 2st 3 
16 | Mufid-i-Am, ve | Agra, si » lth} , 22nd , e 
17 — Institute Ga-| Allygurh,-... » 16th | op 19th | : 
zette. 2 : F 
18 | Najm-ul-Akhbdr, ... | Meerut, — » it . » 20th 
19 | Lawrence Gazette,  ...| Ditto, ee » 6th | ,, 20th ; 
20 U: rdu Akhbér ; eee Delhi, occ T 99 16th | 99 2ist | 
21 | Rajpitdna Social Science | Jaipore, mis —_—_ » 22nd ! 
| a ress. | | 4 
22 | Urdu Delhi Gazetie, ... | Agra, ae » ar. = : 
23 | Meerut Gazette, .-» | Meerut, pe » Vt « 2 | : 
24 | Panjdbt Akhbar, »-- | Lahore, oe . at . Se 
25 | Anjuman-i-Hind, © | Lucknow, __... » 7th | ,, 22nd J 
26 | Rohilkhund Akhbdr, ... | Muradabad, ... » IMth| , 28rd | 
27 | Kdrndmah, ... | Lucknow, ae » i » See 
28 | Dabdabd-i- Sikandaré, ... | Rampore, oe »  190b » 28rd > 
ALLAHABAD : SOHAN LAL, ) 
The 28th September, 1870- Offg. Govt. Reporter, Vernacular Press, 


Upper India. 
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